Proclaim Peace through Jesus: Live the Life of a Missionary!

Don’t Over pack – he gives you extraordinary tools among ordinary resources
January 28, 2007







Faith Ev. Lutheran, Radcliff, KY

Luke 10:1-12, 16-20








             Pastor Paul Horn 
Don’t Over pack – he gives you extraordinary tools among ordinary resources

I. He gives you prayer

II. He blesses you with physical resources

III. He equips you with spiritual power

After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them two by two ahead of him to every town and place where he was about to go.  2 He told them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.  3 Go! I am sending you out like lambs among wolves.  4 Do not take a purse or bag or sandals; and do not greet anyone on the road.  5 “When you enter a house, first say, ‘Peace to this house.’  6 If a man of peace is there, your peace will rest on him; if not, it will return to you.  7 Stay in that house, eating and drinking whatever they give you, for the worker deserves his wages. Do not move around from house to house.  8 “When you enter a town and are welcomed, eat what is set before you.  9 Heal the sick who are there and tell them, ‘The kingdom of God is near you.’  10 But when you enter a town and are not welcomed, go into its streets and say, 11 ‘Even the dust of your town that sticks to our feet we wipe off against you. Yet be sure of this: The kingdom of God is near.’  12 I tell you, it will be more bearable on that day for Sodom than for that town. 16 “He who listens to you listens to me; he who rejects you rejects me; but he who rejects me rejects him who sent me.” 17 The seventy-two returned with joy and said, “Lord, even the demons submit to us in your name.” 18 He replied, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven.  19 I have given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will harm you.  20 However, do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.”

You’ve seen them before.  Perhaps you’ve been one of them yourself.  They stand at the ticket counter with overweight luggage, frantically making a decision as to what is absolutely necessary and what will be left behind.  They don’t want to pay the hefty fine for being overweight (their luggage, that is).  I recently read an article written by one of my seminary professors who traveled to India to help train the local Lutheran pastors.  His trip included 13 segments from here to India on planes, trains and buses.  He commented that it was necessary for him to pack light, very light, for fear of missing one of those connections and losing the whole itinerary.  What about your mission journey – that’s your whole life, isn’t it?  Do you pack too much stuff and constantly get off track or delayed?  What do you really need to take along? 

I.  He gives you prayer
In the gospel from Luke 10 this morning we hear how Jesus appointed 72 to go on a mission.  These 72 were other disciples to whom Jesus gave the very same missionary work as the 12.  From this fact we can see that the task of missionary work was not just for the professionals.  It is what we all are and called to do.  Jesus gave these 72 the task of going to every town where he was about to visit.  These disciples were to prepare the people for Jesus’ work.  They were the farmers, plowing the field, planting the seed of the gospel, and fertilizing that seed with the Word of God.     
Yes, these men were farmers.  Jesus had told them that the harvest is plentiful (vs2).  The harvest, that is, souls who need to here about the lifesaving work of Christ, is abundant.  There is no unemployment in God’s work as a missionary.  There is no room for sitting back and watching others do it.  There is always something to be done in the fields.   While there is plenty of work to do notice the problem that Jesus states, “But the workers are few.” (vs2)  It would be nice to send 72 people out into this community to share Jesus.  But it would not be enough.  The harvest is plentiful.  But notice Jesus’ solution, “Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.” (vs2)  This is the first extraordinary tool that the Lord has given to each of you as you pack for your journey as his missionary: prayer.  James in his letter writes, “The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.” (5:16)  We are not the ones who can manufacture missionaries, nor can we manipulate them or pressure them to be successful.  God is the one who grants success (1Cor 3:6).  He is the one who gathers the harvest to himself (Eph 1:18).  Let’s use this tool right now and pray to the Lord of the Harvest.  “Lord Jesus, you have sent us out as your missionaries to plant the seed of your gospel, to water it and feed it with your holy Word.  The task seems daunting to us, Lord, because we are so few.  Move more of us here at Faith to be active missionaries for you.  Raise up men and women who will dedicate their lives to full time service to you, not just overseas, but also here in North America, where the fields are ripe.  Grant success to our work here at Faith Lutheran.  Keep us patient as we wait on your time for success.  Keep us faithful as we go about our task as your missionaries.  Grant success to the men and women who are spreading your gospel overseas.  Keep them safe from all danger that would afflict their body or souls.  Remind them that you are always with them and will give them the power to do your work.   We pray this in Jesus’ name, Amen.”  
Yes, the harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few.  You are the farmers working among the harvest.  Who is the harvest in your area of influence?  It may be the person sitting next to you in the office, the classroom, the factory, out in the field or lined up next to you in formation.  It may be the people in your community, your next-door neighbor, the parents at your child’s school, the women in your MOMS club or the folks at your home based sales parties.  Ask the Lord of Harvest to grant you success.  Not only has the Lord of the Harvest given you the extraordinary tool of prayer, he blesses you with other tools. 

II.  He blesses you with physical resources

Look at verses 4-8.  How does Jesus tell his disciples to pack for their journey?  Travel light: no moneybag, luggage or extra sandals.   Missionary Ernst Wendland in his book Diary of a Missionary (p. 9) recounts his family’s preparations before moving to Africa from Michigan in 1962.  They had to make decisions about discarding memorabilia collected over 20 years.  They had to hold several yard sales to get rid of furniture and other household goods so they could travel light for their important journey.  Can you imagine all of the stuff you and I would have to unload?  While you and I have not been called overseas as missionaries we are guilty of over-packing our lives with “stuff”, aren’t we?  When we look at our homes and our possessions it is easy to see that we’ve over packed for our journey.  When we live beyond our means we’ve over packed.  When we can’t afford things yet buy them anyway, raise that credit card debt, we’ve over packed.  What about the fancy things, the fancy car, the fancy home, the fancy stuff?  God isn’t against wealth and enjoying it, but these things can become too much luggage for our journey when we can’t afford them or when they take first importance in our journey.  
How much of this stuff do we really need for our journey as Jesus’ missionaries?  It’s interesting to listen to hen missionaries and their families return home to the States.  They feel shock over the materialism and waste in our country.  We are very spoiled.  Do you realize that even a newspaper delivery boy in the U.S. makes more than 80% of the world’s population?  Even our kids have iPods, cell phones and cable t.v. in their bedrooms.  

God has richly blessed each and every one of you.  You may not all make six figures.  You may not all live in mansions.  You may not all drive fancy cars.  But the Lord has given you extraordinary gifts, physical blessings, to use for his kingdom.  He uses your physical resources to run this congregation and to support a pastor.  He uses your physical resources to assist missionaries overseas who share God’s Word where we cannot go.  But these physical blessings are not just for the offering plate.  Have you ever thought of using your gifts for the kingdom in your estate planning or as you write out your wills?  After we die, our money means nothing to us.  We can’t take it with us.  But what a gift to be able to support proclaiming the kingdom of God long after we have passed away!  The WELS is using endowment funds right now and they are being very successful.  Maybe it’s something we here at Faith will want to look into.    

God asks you to step out in faith with those gifts.  One lesson that Jesus may have been teaching these 72 was to trust God for their supply.  They wouldn’t need a wallet for restaurants or hotels.  “When you go to a house and a man of peace is there, stay at that house eating and drinking whatever they give you.” (vs7)  God would send the right people at the right time to supply what they needed.  So also God will send the right people at the right time to supply what you need when you step out with faith in his promises.  The apostle Paul, a missionary himself, who knew what it meant to be without home, food and clothes, encourages us to trust.  To the Philippians he wrote, “And my God will meet all your needs according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:19).  To pastor Timothy he said, “But godliness with contentment is great gain. 7For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it. 8But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that.” (1Tim 6:6-8)  Put God’s promises to the test.  
III.   While Jesus gives us this extraordinary tool of physical blessings he doesn’t want us to depend on our purses and wallets as the basic power in our work.  A WELS world missionary by the name of William Carey would always say, “Expect great things from God – attempt great things for God.”  Yes, the Lord gives you extraordinary spiritual tools by equipping you with spiritual power.  Think about that spiritual power he gives you as his missionaries.  Your message is the Kingdom of God.  Those who reject that message will have it worse than the city of Sodom on Judgment Day.  Those who receive the message of the kingdom with joy will receive eternal life.  Yes, the message you carry has the power both to forgive and to declare hell.  The message of the kingdom of God is one you all know and can all share.  It is the story of Jesus.  It is the story about how God himself stepped out of heaven to become a human like us.  It is the story of his perfect denial of himself.  It is the story of Jesus who conquered on the cross of Calvary.   It is the story of Jesus who ascended to rule over all powers on earth.  It is the story of Jesus who will come again to judge and gather his harvest.  When we boldly depend on that resource, fantastic things happen.
When missionaries return from their field of service they are bursting with so many exciting stories to tell.  Isn’t that what the 72 did when they returned after their trip?  They were ecstatic over what happened!  There are so many stories to tell, even among our ministry here in Radcliff.  It’s awesome to the see the power of this extraordinary tool work on you, the members of this congregation.  I love seeing you bring your friends, neighbors, coworkers and family to church.  We have members of our congregation in the Bible Information Class “Basics of the Bible.”  Is that a class for those who are spiritual dummies?  No!  Folks are in this class because they want to learn more about their Savior.  We have a member who read his entire Bible in 40 days.  Just last week two folks told me they were excited about Bible study!  Because the teacher’s so great?  No, the Word is great and it has great power.  Look what at what the Lord has accomplished through the Word here at our congregation.  Last year we had 13 adult confirmands.   Missionary Ernst Wendland in his book, To Africa with Love (p. 3) said, “Anyone living for a time in a world mission field with a feeling of self-accomplishment is either self-deluding or over inflated…God has done it all.”    

The joy is not in what we have done; but rather rejoice that your names are written in heaven (v.20).  You have a personal story to tell.  It is about what has been done for you.  It is about the kingdom of God for you (Colossians 3:12-14).  It is about how he conquered the punishment we deserved for our sins of over packing; how he has wiped away your guilt for these actions; how he now empowers you to live life trusting in this resource of his Word.   
Consider carefully your life – are you over packed for your journey?  Go home this week and consider the resources God has placed in your life; prayer, physical resources and the spiritual power of the Word of God.  May you use these extraordinary tools faithfully.  Amen.  
