Pentecost 8 – Year C                                          July 15, 2007                         Faith Lutheran, Radcliff, KY

Deuteronomy 30:9-14








         Pastor Paul Horn

Comply with the LORD’s Commands

I.  They are simple and reasonable

II.   They are a blessing

The Five Man Electrical Band from Canada rose to stardom with their smash hit “Signs.”  “Signs” did not become a hit for group until the band Tesla recorded a live acoustical performance of the song.  Here is the refrain, “Sign, sign everywhere a sign, blocking out the scenery, breaking my mind, do this, don’t do that, can’t you read the sign?”  The lead singer croons that signs telling him what to do or what not to do give him a headache.  Rules, regulations and policies are everywhere in our lives; the government, your employer, retail and grocery stores, even our synod have procedures.  We often complain about rules and how they can be unfair or unreasonable to obey.  And yet, somewhat hypocritically, we make our own set of rules for living and expect others to abide by them.          
Today our lesson is from the final book of the Pentateuch, the book of Deuteronomy.  As we study chapter 30 of this book penned by Moses we will discuss God’s law.  As Christians it is beneficial for us to look at God’s law.  Many Christians make God’s law complex and a burden for themselves and others.  When we look at it today in God’s Holy Word we will see that God’s law is easy and simple and reasonable and when we joyfully and willingly obey his law, it is not a burden but rather a blessing for us.

In Deuteronomy 30 we find Moses at the end of his life journey.  He is about to die.  So he addresses the nation the LORD enabled him to lead the past 40 years.  In his speech he entrusted his position of leadership to Joshua who had been at his side for the past 40 years.  He reminded the people why they had to wander in the desert of Sinai for the past 40 years.  The LORD had commanded Moses to send 12 spies into the land.  When they returned 10 of the spies brought back a negative report, “We cannot take this land.  The people are too strong!”  Joshua and Caleb were the only two spies who stood up and said, “We can do this.  The LORD is on our side.”  The people sided with the 10 spies.  Because they did not trust in the LORD, he punished them in the desert.  The generation that rejected the LORD would not step foot inside the Promised Land but would be buried in the desert.  Moses addressed this new generation, the majority of whom had not witnessed the plagues in Egypt, the parting of the Red Sea or water flowing out of a rock.  This new generation needed to be reminded of Israel’s past.  They needed to hear the law repeated, so that when they went to take possession of the Promised Land, they would not be afraid and they would not turn to other gods but would trust fully in their LORD.
So now, as they were about to enter the land of Canaan, Moses gave these directives.  If you obey the LORD your God and keep his commands and decrees then the LORD your God will make you most prosperous. (vs10,9)   The commands and decrees the LORD gave his people on Mount Sinai were the civil, ceremonial and moral laws.  The civil laws governed the nation.  The ceremonial laws governed worship.  The moral law was and still is written on the hearts of all people.  The LORD revealed his moral law in the form of the 10 Commandments to show the people exactly how his holy will applied to them.  To sum up all of these laws very simply we could say, “Love God and love your neighbor.”  If you obey these laws the LORD will prosper you in every aspect of your life; your business, your offspring, even your crops and herds.  If you don’t….well, you have to read the previous chapters of Deuteronomy.  There are listed curses for the people if they did not keep the LORD’s commands.  When we read past Deuteronomy into Joshua and Judges we see that the people did not fully keep the LORD’s decrees and commands.  
The same is true for you and me.  If we do not comply with the laws of the land, there are consequences and repercussions.   If you do not heed the laws of the government you will be ticketed, fined, imprisoned or forced to do community service.  If you do not abide by the rules of your employer you will lose points, vacation days or deductions in pay or you might even get fired.  If you do not obey the rules in your classroom you might lose a recess or other priveledges.  A note might even be sent home to mom and dad and you might be punished by them as well.  Are these rules that the government sets and the policies established by your employer and the rules in the classroom simple to follow?  Or are they so complex that we find ourselves getting into trouble all the time?  Are these rules fair?  Most of the time, the rules are simple and reasonable.  But what about God’s laws?  Are they sensible?  Are they straightforward?   

When we examine God’s law, it is very simple.  Do this, don’t do that.  Love me and your neighbor.  His commandments are also reasonable in theory and practice.  We can all follow them, whether we are young or old.  But what about God’s demand of how well you and I and all people ought to keep them?  Is he reasonable?  In the parable of the Good Samaritan the teacher of the law asked Jesus how to inherit eternal life.  Jesus asked him, “What is written in the law?”  The man replied, “Love the LORD your God will all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind, and love your neighbor as yourself.” (Luke 10:25ff)  (He was quoting Deut 6:5; Lev 19:18)  In other words, love God and love your neighbor perfectly all the time.  That’s a very high standard.  But we expect no less from God who is perfect and holy.  

What happens if we do not obey his commands perfectly?  Do we lose recess time, lose points or vacation days?  No, the consequences are much higher and more severe.  The apostle Paul in Romans 6:23 declares, “The wages of sin is death.”  Death is a bit more harsh than a fine or even a life in prison.  And the death Paul speaks of is an eternity in prison.  What is worse Paul even informs us, “No one will be declared righteous in his sight by observing the law.” (Rom 3:20)  We don’t even have a chance to obey God’s laws flawlessly because we just are not capable of doing so.  

So we’ve discovered that the law is reasonable and simple, but is God’s law bad and evil because we can’t even keep it?  In that same chapter of Romans Paul says, “Through the law we become conscious of sin.” (Rom 3:20)  The law acts as a mirror and exposes our sin.  When we hold our actions, our words and our thoughts up to God’s holy law, it is quick to point out that we have not done what God has asked us and we have done those things which he has told us not to do.  The law is good because it reminds us that we do not and cannot have anything to do with our salvation.  The law is good because it shows us how desperately we need a Savior.  The law is necessary to show us that we are nothing without Christ.  
You have rules in your home to keep order, rules in society to keep order and peace.  God’s law does the same.  Also performs another function, points us to Christ.  The purpose of God’s laws, the ceremonies, the regulations and the rules in the Old Testament were all established to point the Israelites ahead to the Messiah.  If we continue in Romans 3:21 Paul says, “But now a righteousness from God, apart from the law has been made known, which the Law and the Prophets testify.  This righteousness from God comes through faith in Christ Jesus to all who believe.”  The law cannot save us.  It only condemns us.  The gospel, the good news that we are righteous in God’s sight through Jesus, is the only message that saves us.  The law demands and condemns.  The gospel offers and gives forgiveness, righteousness and eternal life.  Nothing to be earned.  Christ earned it all for you when he kept all of the law perfectly, without faltering once.  He loved God wholeheartedly.  He loved his neighbors perfectly.  All the time throughout his entire life.  He lived the Old Testament regulations and ceremonies through his life and preaching.  He lived it all for us, in our place, so that we might be righteous, right with God.  The law shows us where we have failed.  The gospel shows us where Jesus succeeded.  
Just like God’s law, the gospel had to be revealed to us.  Go back to Deuteronomy 30:11-14.  There Moses says to the people that the law is not far away from them.  In fact it is very near to them.  It is in their hearts and in their mouths.  The LORD spoon-fed his commands from Mount Sinai to his people’s ears, as they stood at their tents and beheld the awesome sight; black clouds, fire and the ground trembling beneath them.  They could not use the excuses that Moses offers, “We don’t know God’s law.  It is too far away.  Someone has to go get it and teach it to us so we can obey it.”  There is no excuse for ignorance, Israelites.   So also, the gospel is very near to you. We don’t need to descend to the abyss below or ascend to the heavens above to find God’s righteousness.  It is with us because Christ is in us.  Christ’s righteousness is found in the Word that is inscribed on these pages, it is chiseled into your hearts and minds every time you hear and read it.  

This past week a member said to me, “Pastor, I keep reading same story in the Bible over and over again.  Is that ok?”  Yes!  A thousand times yes!  Martin Luther, as part of his morning devotion studied the parts of the catechism, the 10 Commandments, Creeds, Baptism, Lord’s Supper, the Keys and Confession, and the Lord’s Prayer.  He did this every day.  Learn God’s law.  It is simple, it is reasonable and it is a blessing to you. 

The laws that the government makes are good.  Seatbelt laws, codes, speed limit signs, stop signs, and if we obey them we might live a little longer.  God’s laws are also good.  They show us how to live and we are blessed if we obey them.  Disclaimer: we know that even our best works are stained with sin.  We know that we receive blessings from the Lord purely by his grace and mercy.  But as he said in Deuteronomy 30, “If you obey the LORD your God, the LORD will make you most prosperous.”  
Let’s look at some of his commandments and see how we are blessed if we follow his commands.  The sixth commandment, “You shall not commit adultery,” is aimed at protecting marriage, a simple and reasonable law.  If as husbands and wives we do not cheat on our spouses whether by physical or emotional adultery, the LORD will bless the relationship we have.  If as single people we respect God’s command to keep the marriage bed pure, that is, recognize that sex is a gift from God only to married couples, then, he will bless your life.  The 8th commandment, commands us to speak well of others, simple and reasonable.  If we do not gossip, spread rumors, but instead uphold the good name of others and defend them, the Lord will bless you with a good name.  Yeah, that guy, he’s a good guy.  The 2nd commandment protects God’s holy name, it all speaks about telling the truth.  If you lie all the time, no one will trust you.  If you tell the truth, people will say, “That guy is trustworthy and honest.”  The 5th commandment says do not murder, but the heart of the command seeks to protect our bodies and the physical well-being of those around us.  If we indulge in excessive drinking, we will ruin our liver.  If we eat excessively, if we don’t eat enough, if we eat unhealthy foods all the time we are not taking care of this body God has blessed us with.  If we listen to this commandment and obey it, and take care of our bodies, I’m not saying you will never be free from disease or illness, but God will bless your physical health.     

Living according to God’s will, not perfectly until heaven, but as OT laws kept Israelites focused on what was ahead, Christ, keeping his laws keeps us focused on what is behind (Christ did for us) and on what is ahead, what is waiting for us. 

God’s laws – simple and reasonable, look at them, is this simple?  Yes.  Reasonable?  Yes.

What happens if don’t obey it?  Troubles 
Sins associated with 6th commandment, porn, pre and extra-marital relations, 

8th commandment, 5th, 2nd   

Big trouble for Israel, big trouble for us, not blessing, curse, cursed is everyone who does not do everything written in the book of the Law 

Jesus became curse for us, hanging on the tree

Jesus born under the law, to redeem those under the law, under the law, curse of the law, saw that God’s law was simple, reasonable, obeyed it perfectly, bought us back from the curse of the law, paid with own body and blood

Law condemns us, shows us we need a Savior, gospel shows us our Savior, law now serves as a guide, to show us how to live 

How we can obey the commands and how they are a blessing for us 

6th, 5th, 8th, 2nd 

No excuse Israel, know them, chiseled in heart, heard the word, 

So also for us, no excuse, we know them, shouldn’t make excuse, know them, simple, reasonable, know that Christ rescued us from curse of the law by fulfilling the law for us, now obey the law, blessing for us

Conclusion   
