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               Pastor Paul Horn 

Jesus gave you the Word so that you might…

I.  Listen to it

II.   Be saved by it

III.   Do it

17 Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.  18 He chose to give us birth through the word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of all he created. 19 My dear brothers, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry, 20 for man’s anger does not bring about the righteous life that God desires.  21 Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent and humbly accept the word planted in you, which can save you.  22 Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.  23 Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a man who looks at his face in a mirror 24 and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like.  25 But the man who looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, but doing it—he will be blessed in what he does.  26 If anyone considers himself religious and yet does not keep a tight rein on his tongue, he deceives himself and his religion is worthless.  27 Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world. 

A woman was driving home from the grocery store.  She glanced into her rear-view mirror and saw flashing red and blue lights.  She obediently pulled to the side of the road, thinking that the officer would fly past her.  Instead, he followed her to the curb.  The officer hopped out of his squad car and demanded that she step out of her vehicle.  Puzzled she asked, “Why?”  The officer opened the door for her and firmly said, “Out of the car, ma’am.”  Immediately the officer handcuffed her and sat her in the back seat of the squad car.  In the meantime two more officers arrived on the scene.  For quite some time they conversed, talked on their radios and rummaged through the woman’s car.  Finally the arresting officer opened the back door of the squad car, uncuffed the woman and apologized.  “I’m sorry for that misunderstanding, ma’am.  We thought your car was stolen.”  “Stolen?!” the woman exclaimed.  “Why would you think that?”  “Well, you see, six blocks ago you almost ran over a pedestrian and swore loudly at him through your open window, you shook your fist at the postal lady in her delivery car as she was making stops at the mailboxes, you laid on your horn and swore again at a slow moving vehicle in front of you.  I noticed on the back of your vehicle a Christian fish symbol and a bumper sticker that says, “I’d rather be worshipping at St. Jehoshaphat’s”, so we naturally assumed the car was stolen.”  

As we study the book of St. James this morning, the Holy Spirit wants you and me to see that Jesus gave us his holy Word for a reason, not that we would slap it on the back of our cars in some form of clever adhesive and forget to practice what we preach.  Jesus gave us his Word so that we might, first of all, listen to it, secondly, be saved by it, and lastly, do it. 

St. James wrote his letter to show his readers that good works prove the presence of saving faith in a Christian’s heart.  You could summarize the book of James by saying, “Christians do good works not to be saved; Christians do works because they are saved.”  One of the great golden nuggets of Christian living James serves to us is found in vs19, “Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry.”   As I read the Second Lesson I’m sure I saw many of you nodding your heads in approval as if to say, “Yes, pastor! I’m glad you read that today.  There are lots of people who need to hear that.  And, yes, that is something I too, need to work on, to be patient and forgive, not be angry, yes, yes.”  

But then something extraordinary happens to us as soon as we pass through the church doors.  I see it all the time, at my own home, in my neighborhood, at the store, on the road, and yes, even here at church.  You get mad at someone else.  You vent your anger by saying harsh words, raising your voice, slamming a door or maybe you don’t even talk at all and pout quietly in the corner.  Others may resort to drinking or punching someone or something.  You and I can excuse it and say, “Well, that’s just how I am and how I vent my anger.”  That’s a stupid argument.  In Ecclesiastes 7:9 our God says, “Do not be quickly provoked, for anger resides in the lap of fools.”  And in Proverbs the LORD says, “A fool gives full vent to his anger” (Prov 29:11). Fools!  God says that we are fools if we allow ourselves to become easily provoked and try to excuse it.  It is much more serious than that.  Jesus himself said in Matthew 5:21,22, “Long ago it was said, “Do not murder,” I tell you that anyone who is angry with his brother is subject to judgment.”  And in 1 John 3:15 the apostle says, “Anyone who hates his brother is a murderer.”  Not only are we fools, but murderers.  Murderers are under God’s righteous judgment. 
How could we have gotten ourselves into such a predicament?  James explains that we are just like a man who looks intently into a mirror.  After studying himself, he walks away and immediately forgets what he looks like! (vs23,24)  We would all agree that this is quite silly.  Who forgets their appearance after just stepping away from the bathroom mirror?  We all do just that.  I’ve just heard how God wants me to live, but I’m going to turn around and ignore it.  Then we are no better than the lady who was pulled over by the policeman.  We can have all the Bibles on our bookshelves and Jesus bumper stickers on our cars.  But so quickly we change our minds about God’s Word and do just the opposite.  The sad fact is, it’s not just in the area of anger that we change our minds about God’s holy will for our lives, but in every aspect of how we live we manage to find a way not to do what he commands. 
What if your Heavenly Father was like that?  What if he changed his mind on how he felt about you and me after he sees and hears what we do and say?  What if one day he says, “I’ll give you eternal life because of my Son Jesus.”  The next day he says, “No, I’ve changed my mind.  I’m going to heaven away because you’re not listening to my Word.  Instead, I’ll remain angry at you for eternity.”  The Lord has every right to be angry at us.  He is holy.  His anger is a righteous anger.  How easy it would be for him to change his mind about us and our eternal destination!  How easy it would be for him to turn his love away from us and burn with anger! 
Thank your Heavenly Father that he does not change like you and I so often do.  James writes in vs17,18, “Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. He chose to give us birth through the word of truth.”  Instead of remaining angry at you because of your sins, instead of allowing you to die in your sins, God chose to give you birth.  We witnessed a new birth this morning.  That little baby needed to be born again.  Why?  God was angry at that little baby.  Some may ask, “How? That baby is cute and cuddly and innocent!”  That baby, like all us, was born a sinner.  God is not happy with sin or sinners.  But the Father provided a wonderful gift for that baby today, a perfect gift, and for all of you, a new birth.  James tells us that Jesus gave us this new life through the word of truth.  Yes, Jesus has given you his Word for a reason, so that you might be saved by it.  The word of truth that James speaks of is the gospel, the great news that Jesus Christ is our Savior, that the blood he shed on Calvary’s cross has washed you clean of your sin.  The Holy Spirit accomplished this great act through baptism.  Through the flood of baptism the sin that you are born is washed away.  Through baptism the sins you commit through your anger are all washed away.  Paul in Titus 3: 5,6 writes, “He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us generously, through Jesus Christ our Savior.” The Father is no longer angry with you.  He smiles on you, because you have a new, perfect life, free from his righteous wrath.  Through the water and the word Jesus has given you a new birth, a new life!  What a perfect gift!  
I’ve listened to the Word.  It tells me that I’ve been saved through it.  Now, I can do what it says.  In vs21 James writes, “Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent and humbly accept the word planted in you, which can save you.”  The seed of the gospel was planted in your soul at your baptism.  The gospel continues to live inside of you, which means, Jesus lives in you.  He alone gives you the power to get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent.  You and I are able to take off those filthy evil clothes of anger and put on new spiritual clean clothes.  One of the ways Jesus enables us to do this is through your baptism.  Whenever you come into contact with water, as you wash your hands, face and body, think about the water that was sprinkled on your head and the words of Jesus that were spoken, words that completely cleansed your body inside and out.  You can say, “I’ve been washed clean, therefore, I will live like it today.”  If we remember our baptisms everyday, then we won’t be like that man who looks at himself in the mirror and immediately forgets what he looks like.  Instead, we will be like the man who gazes into God’s Word, walks away to go about his life, and remembers what the Holy Spirit said to him.  Another way to shed those filthy clothes of anger is to come to the Lord’s Supper when it is offered.  Repent of your sins of hate and anger.  Look to Jesus for forgiveness.  And as you eat his body and drink his blood be assured that he has washed away your sins, by the very body and blood you are consuming.  Today after you take Holy Communion say, “Now that I’ve been refreshed by this heavenly meal, I will live like a child of Jesus, to thank him for his perfect gifts!”    
I’ve listened to the Word.  The Word has told me that I have been saved through it.  Now I have the motivation to do what it says.  What do the Scriptures say about my anger?  “Be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry.” (vs19)  Since Jesus gave me new life, I want to do that.  In vs26 James uses a picture that will assist us who live in Kentucky to be slow to anger and quick to listen.  Just as an equestrian rider guides her horse with bit and bridle, James says, keep a tight reign on your tongue.  Think about the words that come out of your mouth.  Since the Holy Spirit gave me new birth, I want to do that.  Another unique picture the scriptures use is in the Psalms 39:1, “I will watch my ways and keep my tongue from sin; I will put a muzzle on my mouth.”  Lord, I’ll zip my mouth shut if it keeps me from sinning with it.  Another psalm writer said, (141:3) “Set a guard over my mouth, O LORD, keep watch over the door of my lips.”  I will pray, “Lord, post a sentry at my mouth, to guard what comes out.”  In Colossians 3:8 and 1Peter 2:1 we are told, “Rid yourselves of all anger.”  Even when someone is driving slow in front of me, even when someone says something to make me angry, I will purge myself of that anger.  “Speak the truth in love.” (Eph 4:16)  Instead of yelling and becoming upset at that individual I will talk to them in love, and talk with an evangelical tone.  Because isn’t that what we are, Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church?  That means we evangelize, speak the gospel, and that tone and attitude is evident in everything we think, say or do.  Jesus gave us his Holy Word, so that we might do it.  
Maybe you have a fish emblem on the back of your car, or a Jesus sticker.  I doubt that any police officer would pull you over thinking that your car was stolen because you acted in an unchristian manner.  But let’s not give them a reason to do so.  Jesus has given us his Scriptures for a reason, that we might listen to it, be saved by it, and do it.  Brothers and sisters, listen to the Word, and be doers of the Word, because Jesus did it all for you.  Amen.  

