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Deuteronomy 26:5-10






                   Pastor Paul Horn 

The Mighty Hand of the LORD Will Accomplish This
I.  Our deliverance from slavery

II.   Our safe arrival in the Promised Land

5 Then you shall declare before the LORD your God: “My father was a wandering Aramean, and he went down into Egypt with a few people and lived there and became a great nation, powerful and numerous.  6 But the Egyptians mistreated us and made us suffer, putting us to hard labor.  7 Then we cried out to the LORD, the God of our fathers, and the LORD heard our voice and saw our misery, toil and oppression.  8 So the LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with great terror and with miraculous signs and wonders.  9 He brought us to this place and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey; 10 and now I bring the firstfruits of the soil that you, O LORD, have given me.”

Have you ever seen the World’s Strongest Man Competition?  Big, burly men from around the world compete for the title by throwing around ship anchors, pulling buses and semi-tractors and stacking humongous tires on top of each other.  I think that Samson from the Old Testament book of Judges would put these men to shame.  Do you remember the story of Samson?  He was a hero among our people Israel.  The LORD blessed him with extraordinary strength.  The LORD used Samson’s strength to deliver our ancestors from their enemies.  On one occasion Samson’s enemies were waiting to ambush him while he was inside the walls of a city.  At night Samson pulled the gates of the city off of their hinges and walked away carrying those gates in his hands.  
As beefy as Hans and Franz might be in the strongest man competition, as strong as Samson was, none can compare to the mighty hand of our LORD.  The pages of the Bible are filled with stories and songs that retell the great things our God has accomplished with his almighty arms.  This morning I want to share with you one of those stories about the mighty arm of the LORD.  In the fifth and final book written by Moses, he gave directions to us, the people of Israel, for our arrival in the Promised Land.  The land of Canaan was rightly called the Promised Land.  The LORD made an oath to our forefathers Abraham, Isaac and Jacob that he would give this property to their descendants.  We were those descendants.  When we settled into our homes in the land of Canaan we were to proclaim the great things our God had achieved for us with his mighty hand.  
One of the great events we proclaimed in our songs of praise was our deliverance from slavery in Egypt.  A long time ago, our great descendant Jacob moved his entire household down to Egypt while his son Joseph was second in command of that country.  Moses in Exodus tells us that 70 people made this initial trip.  The LORD greatly blessed Jacob and his family.  They became so numerous that they filled the land.  Then a pharaoh came to power who did not know the great things Joseph had done for his country.  He was afraid of our people, the Hebrews, because we were so great in number.  So he ruthlessly put my people to work.  He oppressed them bitterly.  They were forced to build storehouses and cities for this pharaoh.  For 430 years our people were forced with hard labor.  Our fathers cried out to the LORD in prayer. The LORD heard their cry and sent one of our own people to deliver them.  The LORD worked his power through this man named Moses to perform miraculous signs and wonders.  God afflicted the Egyptians with terrible plagues.  He sent frogs, gnats, flies and locusts, such as had never been seen before.  He struck down all their cattle, afflicted their people with disease and even killed their firstborn.  The Egyptians let us leave.  We marched out in full force, 600,000 men, besides women and children.  We then camped by the Red Sea, with Pharaoh’s army chasing close behind.  The mighty hands of the LORD cleared a path right through the middle of the Red Sea so that we could walk through.  After we crossed in safety, the LORD lifted his hands that held back that water and destroyed Pharaoh’s entire army in the Sea.  Yes, it was easy to proclaim the great things our God had done for us, especially how he delivered us from slavery.  
I know that you folks here in America are not enslaved.  You are free people.  You celebrate that freedom with pride.  But yet I can see that you feel oppressed and enslaved, and it’s not by your boss at work, it’s not your silly computers which like to crash, not by your chariots which are fueled by gasoline and electricity, but something else enslaves you.  I observe things that happen in your life.  You become sick or money is short.  How do you deal with that?  You get into a heated argument with someone and they offend you, or you offend someone else.  How do you handle that?  You have difficulty with a teaching of the Bible or belief of your synod.  From time to time you think to yourself on Sunday morning, “Do I go to church today or not?”  You feel weak in faith; temptations start to get the best of you and it’s easy to give in.  How do you deal with that?  Your loved one is in Iraq, or has the possibility of being deployed.  Do you worry and fill your whole being with anxiety to the point of despair?  Do you try and remedy the situation on your own?  Or do you first run to the LORD in prayer and to his Word to find guidance, direction and strength?  

Too often, I think, you rely on yourselves and your ability to right the wrong.  The problem is you don’t have the ability to handle these problems and stresses on your own, by your own will or strength.  By nature you don’t have any power.  This issue really falls under the 1st commandment God gave to Moses on Mount Sinai, “You shall have no other gods.”  Failure to fully rely and trust in the LORD breaks that commandment.  You’ve fallen into the trap of Satan who wants you to run away from God and run to yourself for help.  You have fallen victim to your own sinful nature, which breeds self-reliance.  And you find yourself oppressed by Satan who burdens you with temptation and you cannot break free.  You find yourself enslaved by your own sinful nature.  When you realize that you cannot stand up to Satan’s trickery, you feel trapped, with no escape, like Samson in the city, surrounded by his enemies, but you don’t have the strength to break through.  Then the guilt of your sin surrounds you, and you feel oppressed and burdened.   

Who will rescue you from this slavery?  This is when the arm of the LORD reaches out, not to pummel you into the ground, but to point out your sin.  When you realize how helpless and trapped you are, and that you cannot do anything by your own power, turn to the LORD, fall on your knees in repentance, and cry out to him.  The mighty hand of the LORD then reaches out to points his finger to his Word and shows you his mighty deeds and how he rescued you from slavery.  He did that this morning already.  Did you catch it in the gospel which you heard today from Luke?  Think about it, how long would you last, for forty days in the desert all by yourself with Satan?  What did your Savior do for you?  He resisted the temptation from Satan.  Not once did he stumble and fall.  Not once did he allow Satan to enslave him.  Not once did he fail to rely on his heavenly Father.  He had the perfect will of his Father always before him and he lived it flawlessly.  He had no sinful nature to drag him down.  This is what the mighty hand of your Lord has done for you.  He has delivered you from slavery to Satan by obeying his Father perfectly in your place.  He has rescued you from your prideful sinful nature by being completely humble and perfect.  He has freed you from the slavery of your sin. 
He also gave you a model to use when you are tempted to rely on yourself, when you are enticed to become anxious and worried, when you are tricked to abandon the LORD.   Notice how Jesus first went to the Word when tempted.  He always replied to Satan’s attacks with the Word of God.  So also you, when Satan attacks you, flee first to the Word.  Find refuge there.  Fight back with your God’s holy Words.  Secondly, run to the Father in prayer; lead us not into temptation, deliver us from the evil one.  Repeat the hymn (A Mighty Fortress st.4) we just sang, “One little word can fell him,” (him, that is, Satan). That one little word is Jesus.  The Word of Jesus makes Satan flee.  When we fall on our knees in prayer to our Father Satan must run.  He has no power against Christ.  Christ is our deliverer from slavery.

The LORD was our deliverance from slavery.  His providence also watched over us as we trekked through the wilderness.  Our clothes and sandals never wore out, for six days a week we received bread from heaven, sometimes quail, and water was always provided.  The LORD did this for 2million people, for 40 years.  Surely the mighty hand of the LORD accomplished this.  When we arrived at the Promise Land, the LORD’s mighty hand went before our army and routed our enemies.        
He then led me and my family to settle in our tribe’s allotted territory.  There we enjoyed the land flowing with milk and honey, a good land that supplied us with everything we needed.  The LORD caused us to receive the bounties from the soil; plentiful crops, beautiful pastures for our flocks and herds.  As a reminder that these blessings were from his hand and not ours, we set aside the best and first portions of our harvest and flocks.  We took them to the tabernacle and presented them to the priest.  There we offered our thanks by giving of our best and proclaimed the great things he had done for us.
Sounds a lot like what you folks do here every Sunday morning.  You gather together.  You bring the best and first portions of what he has given you; your offerings, your talents and skills, your time.  And you proclaim the great things he has done for you.  You do recognize that the Lord led you here, to Kentucky, right?  You do view all of your possessions, money, skills, even your time as gifts from work of the Lord’s mighty hand, right?  Or are these things yours, money you’ve earned, time that you want to spend on you, skills that are wasted are not utilized?  That’s when Satan gets the best of us and once again, pride sets in, and you think you’ve accomplished this somehow by work of your hands.  
This is where the Holy Spirit comes in and reminds you of the mighty deeds of your LORD through this liturgical worship.  The Holy Spirit repeats to you the mighty acts of the LORD through the texts of the hymns you sing, through the Word and the Sacraments.  Yes, the Almighty hand of the Lord is here, in Word and Sacrament.  But as you study his Word, as you partake of the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, he does not always appear to be so mighty and powerful.  After all, in the Lord’s Supper, this is his very body which was sacrificed for you, his very blood shed as his arms were outstretched, not in power and might, but in weakness, nailed to a heavy wooden beam, humiliated.  Then his lifeless arms dangled at his side as his closest followers removed his corpse from the cross.  There he does not appear to be so mighty.  But he is, through what he accomplished for you.  The mighty arm on the Lord delivered you from the land of burning sulfur and eternal fire which your sins of pride earned you.  He allowed his arms to be outstretched on the cross you do not have to for eternity.  
But he does not remain the lifeless and helpless Son of God.  The mighty hand of the Father raised his Son from death.  He walked out of the grace to defeat your final enemy, death.  He now sits in power on his throne and rules the kingdoms of the world.  When he comes again on the Last Day all will see his power.  He will raise you on that day.  With his almighty power he will raise your body, new and perfect, and reunite it to your soul.  You will walk out of your graves and raise your hands to sky to receive your Savior who will descend on the clouds with his angels, who will escort you from this wilderness to a land flowing with milk and honey, the Promised Land, heaven.  The Mighty hand of the Lord will accomplish this, he who laid down his life for yours, who raised his lifeless body from the grave, will bring you safely to the Promised Land.            
Samson would win the strongest man competition any day of the week, unless he happens to visit the barber shop that day.  Samson the strong man killed so many of his enemies during his life.  Nothing compares to the strong arm of the LORD and how he delivered you from your enemies.  Let his Word remind you how he defeated these enemies for you and rescued you from slavery.  Let his Word remind you that his mighty arm will lead you through this wilderness into the Promise Land of heaven.  God grant it for Jesus’ sake.  Amen.    

